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Former St. Peter Catholic Church priest Mark Campobello was arrested Monday on charges of a
parole violation.
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A parole violation has landed Mark Campobello, former St. Peter Catholic Church priest, back in
prison.

Campobello was released from the lllinois River Caorrectional Center in February after serving more
than three years after being charged with having sexual relationships with two teenage girls.

He was armrested Monday on charges of a technical parole violation, said Derek Schnapp, an lllinois
Department of Corrections spokesman.

“He wasn't charged with a new offense or crime,” Schnapp said.
The viclation could mean a missed appointment or an unauthorized trip.
Campobello had been living in Crystal Lake.

He was arrested on charges that he had a sexual relationship with an adolescent girl while he was a
priest in residence at St. Peter in 1999. He was later charged with sexually abusing another student
while he worked at Aurora Central Catholic High School between 1999 and 2000.

He was given an eight-year prison sentence but received day-for-day credit while incarcerated.

At least one of the victims was 13 years old at the time of the abuse, according to the lllinois Sex
Offender Information Web site.

Schnapp said Campobello will remain in prison until he faces the prison review board.

The Diocese of Rockford reached a settlement with the two women sexually abused by Campobello.
The settlements were more than $1 million for each woman.
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Concerned St. Peter's parent
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| fairly new to the parish and have one child attending school there. | never really learned the details
of why the Diocese settled for $2,000,000. | assume that such a large settlement was indicative of a
complete breakdown of safety procedures and that the Pastor would have at least explianed to the
parishioners exactly what went wrong and why this crime occurred on his watch.

I've actually asked a few parents of children about this and they are as perplexed as | am. Some
parents actuall ysee mafraid to raise this issue with the Pastor out of fear. If that is true, that's a sad
commentary on the state of affairs at the parish. Don't the parents of childen at St. Peters deserve a
complete open and honest explanation as to what happened at our school?

Why was this swept under the rug? Are our childen safe at St. Peters? If we never received an
explanation from the parish as t oexactly what happened, how do we know it won't happen again??
Play-groupmom

2008-04-18T05:05:17

Report Abuse

Thank you to the REpublican for getting this information out to the public. | hope all sex offenders are
monitored as closely as Campobello apparently has been. As for the comments above, about parernts
being afraid to raise issues with Msgr. Jarmoluk about this issue, that's just for starters! He's also
MEVER spoken out about the choir director/murderer he himself hired. Michael Pavone, hired by
Jarmoluk, was the choir director and | believe had interactions with the children of the church and
school as well. Pavone had been wanted for questioning for the murder of a mentally handicapped






