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8 years for priest in sex abuse
= Mark Campobello will spend at least 3 and a half years

in prison and could be defrocked by the Vatican.

By GERI NIKOLAI, Rockford Register Star

== Click here for more about Geri

ST. CHARLES -- A Catholic priest who has served Rockford
and Belvidere parishes was sentenced to eight years in prison
Thursday for sexually abusing two minor girls.

Mark Campobello, 39, originally was charged with 18 counts of
criminal sexual abuse and assault after two Kane County women
told authorities he touched them indecently in 1999 and 2000,
when the two were teens. Campobello reached a plea agreement
this week in which he pleaded guilty to two counts of aggravated
criminal sexual abuse.

He was sentenced to four years on each of the Class 2 felony
counts by Kane County Judge Timothy Sheldon. The sentences
are to be served consecutively.

Campobello must turn himself in May 28 to the Kane County
sheriff. He then will be transferred to the Illinois Department of
Corrections, which will decide where he will do his time.

His attorney, Paul Gaziano of Rockford. said the least time
Campobello could serve is about 42 months. Campobello also
will have to register in [llinois as a sexual offender.

Jody Gleason, a prosecutor for the Kane County state's attorney's
office, said Campobello pleaded guilty to one count involving
each girl. One victim was a student at St. Peter School in Geneva
while Campobello lived at that parish; the other was a student at
Aurora Central Catholic High School, where Campobello was
assistant principal and spiritual director.

One of the victims was 14 at the time of the assault and one was
15.
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The Rev. Mark I
Campobello

e Age: 39
¢ Hometown: Crystal
Lake
s May 18, 1991:
Ordained at Cathedral
of 5t. Peter, Rockford
e June 12, 1991:
Appointed associate
pastor, Holy Family
Parish, Rockford
s June 16, 1994:
Parochial vicar
(associate pastor), St.
Peter Church, Geneva
s Sept. 26, 1995:
Parochial vicar,
Cathedral of S5t. Peter,
Rockford
= June 18, 1996:
Parochial vicar, Holy
Angels Parish, Aurora
= June 10, 1997:
Assistant
principal/spiritual
director, Aurora Central
Catholic High School
(included duties as
priest in residence at
St. Peter Parish,
Geneva, in 1999)
« Oct. 6, 2000:
Parochial vicar, St.
Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Crystal Lake
e June 4, 2001:
Parochial administrator,
St. James Parish,
Belvidere
= Dec. 3, 2002:
Relieved of duties at 5t.
James

Key dates
* December 2002: Mark
Campobello is arrested
by Geneva police on
charges of sexually



Gleason said both victims knew of the plea bargain and were
"very happy with the sentence.”

Asked about the victims' emotional states and lives, she said
only: "Obviously, sexual abuse always has a lasting effect on
victims' lives."

In a press release, Gleason said: "These are two very serious
cases and we appreciate the courage it took for these two young
women to come forward. We believe this guilty plea represents
justice."

(Gaziano said his client recognized that he could have been
sentenced to up to 15 years on each count if he had been found
guilty in a tral.

"In this day and age, he had to weigh all of the issues, including
the adverse publicity that Roman Catholic priests are getting
with these kinds of charges and the great sentences that could
have been imposed upon him," he said.

A trial on the charges brought by the first victim had been set for
May 24.

Campobello has not been paid by the Rockford Diocese since he
was arrested and relieved of duty at St. James Church in
Belvidere in December 2002, a diocesan spokesman said.

Earlier, Campobello was assigned to Holy Family Church and
the Cathedral of St. Peter in Rockford.

He remains a priest, although the diocese hasn't allowed him to
work as one. The only way a Catholic priest can be removed
from the priesthood is by the Vatican, the headquarters of the
church.

There were no indications of when such a decision might be
made. The diocese must forward information on the case to
Rome.

In a written release, Rockford Bishop Thomas G. Doran offered
his prayers to "the victims of Mark Campobello."

"Acts of sexual abuse to minors are an abomination always, and
even one instance of such a deplorable act is one too many. I am
relieved that this case has come to a resolution, and it is my
fervent hope that we can now direct our focus on healing the
wounds caused by such abhorrent behavior and working to
ensure that such gravely sinful acts never occur again in our
Catholic family." ;

assaulting a minor girl.
The Catholic Diocese of
Rockford immediately
relieves Campobello of
all priestly duties.

e January 2003:
Campobello pleads not
guilty to 15 counts of
sexual assault and
abuse of a minor.

= May 2003: Diocese
officials refuse to tum
over Campobello
records as ordered by a
Kane County court.
Diocese is held in
contempt so it can
appeal the order.

* October 2003: Grand
jury indicts Campobello
on three additional
charges of criminal
sexual abuse after a
second young woman
claims that Campobello
assaulted her.

= May 2004;
Campobello accepts a
plea bargain in which
he admits to assaulting
each of the girls once.
He is sentenced to four
years on each count, to
be served
consecutively.

* May 2004: 2Znd
District Illinois
Appellate Court will
decide whether to rule
on the case involving
Campobello records,
which could be a
precedent-setting
decision in Illinois.
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» Accused ex-priest to
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= Priest enters plea of
not guilty
» Priest relieved of
duties






